Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 296 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.037; wR factor = 0.099; data-to-parameter ratio = 9.7.
The title compound, C 10 H 10 O 5 , was obtained by the reaction of 4-hydroxyphenylacetic acid with chloroacetic acid. In the crystal, the molecules form a three-dimensional network by way of intermolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonding.
Related literature
For applications of metal-organic frameworks with carboxylic acid ligands, see: Kuppler et al. (2009) ; Jahan et al. (2010) ; Armelao et al. (2010) ; Yashima et al. (2009) . The title compound was obtained by the reaction of 4-hydroxyphenylacetic (Gracin et al., 2005) and chloroacetic acid (Sandhu et al., 1991) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Kuppler et al., 2009; Jahan et al., 2010; Armelao et al., 2010; Yashima et al., 2009) . In present work, we report the synthesis and single crystal structure of a new aromatic dicarboxylic acid ligand namely 4-carboxymethoxy phenylacetic acid (I) containing two flexible carboxylic acid groups, obtained by the reaction of 4-hydroxyphenylacetic (Gracin et al., 2005) and chloroacetic acid (Sandhu et al., 1991) .
The molecular structure of the title compound is presented in Fig.1 . The carboxymethoxy group is almost parallel to the benzene ring with a dihedral angle of 11.4 (1)° between the two least-squares planes,while the acetic acid unit is almost perpendicular to the benzene ring, making a dihedral angle of 72.4 (2)°.In addtion, the moleculars were linked by the intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonding forming a three-dimensional network (Fig.2 ).
The solution of 4-hydroxyphenylacetic acid (1.522 g, 10.0 mmol) in water (10 ml) neutralized with NaOH (0.8 g, 20 mmol) was added to a 1:1 mixture of chloroacetic acid (3.78 g, 40 mmol) and NaOH (1.600 g, 40 mmol) with stirring to adjust the pH value of the mixture to ca 11 and refluxed at 90 0 C for 3 h. The pH value was adjusted to 2-3 with concentrated hydrochloric acid. While cooling the mixture to room temperature, a white precipitate was appeared rapidly. The solid was filtrated, washed by water. Single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained in the mother liquid after evaporation within a few days.
Refinement
The Flack parameter could not be refined to an acceptable value as the title compound is a poor anomalous scatterer even after using MOVE command in Shelxl97. Therefore, the Friedel oppostites were merged (using MERG 3 command in Shelxl97) and Flack parameter is not reported. H-atoms were positioned geometrically and included in the refinement using a riding-model approximation [aromatic C-H = 0.93 Å, aliphatic C-H = 0.97 Å, O-H = 0.82 Å] with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,O). Figures   Fig. 1 . View of the molecular structure of (I), showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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